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Studien zur Ilias. Von N. Weoklein. Halle: Niemeyer, 1905. 
Pp. 61. M. 1.20. 

In this tract a scholar who has done more than any other living man 
for the ordinary detailed exegesis and text-criticism of Greek tragedy, 
presents a view of the composition of the Iliad which is based upon 
Grote's theory of an original Iliad and an Achilleid. The references 
and allusions to Achilles in books B-E, H, ©, A-O are made out to be 
later interpolations intended to refer back to the early books of the 
Achilleid (A, I), or to prepare for its continuation. The Achilleid 
assumes the Iliad, while the latter does not assume the existence of the 
former; hence the Iliad is earlier than the Achilleid. The primitive 
Iliad (Urilias) told how Ilium was assailed by an enemy which arrived 
with a fleet, and how it was defended by a 'Protector' (Hector); how the 
enemy were driven back to the ships, until after a hard battle Hector 
fell, and the Trojans fled and their city was taken and burned. Ajax 
was the Achaean hero of the primitive Iliad, and he must have been the 
original slayer of Hector. The surprise of Thoas (0 286) at seeing Hector 
return to the field, 'we thought he had been slain by Ajax,' is held by 
Wecklein to be a naive indication of the change in the original poem. 
This Iliad was a comparatively commonplace and ordinary poem, and 
may have been composed by several popular poets, each familiar with 
the verses of his predecessors. The Achilleid was the work of a master- 
poet with greater range of imagination and a stronger pinion. The idea 
of a quarrel between the chieftains may have been suggested to the poet 
by his desire to account for the absence of Achilles from the battles of 
B-E, H, ®, A-O. The unity of the poem as we have it, rests on the wrath 
of Achilles and so is due to the author of the Achilleid. 

The Iliad is thought by Wecklein to have had an historical germ or 
basis — the city of Troy was besieged and captured. But Agamemnon 
and Menelaus are derived from the Dioscuri, the morning and evening 
stars, and Helen is the fair moon, who disappeared from the heavens. 
Stentor is a god of the thunderstorm. The weeping horses of Achilles 
(P 426) may have been suggested by a natural formation of rocks. 
Chryses and Chrysa are related to each other as Apollo to Artemis. 
The poet wanted a daughter of Chryses, and invented Chrysels, and 
devised Briseis as a companion-piece to her — without mention of Wila- 
mowitz's plausible explanation of Briseis as the 'Maiden from Bresa.' 

Much of this view that has been presented is 'subjective ' and uncon- 
vincing. Parts of it are almost anachronistic. Another scholar assumes 
as confidently that Agamemnon and Menelaus are only different epithets 
of Zeus, and neither understands the Iliad better because of such assump- 
tions. Exceptions may be taken to some arguments and statements. The 
iron mace of Areithoiis (H 141) is "eine absonderliche Waffe" — but what 
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about the club of Heracles and that which was used by the hunter 
Orion (A. 575)? Of course the club was not wholly of iron, any more 
than the spear was wholly of bronze, though it was called " the bronze 
spear; " it seems to have been exactly like those which were carried by 
the Assyrians in Xerxes' army, poiraka £vX<dv TeruXeo/xeVa criS^pcu (Hdt. vii. 
63). The 'temple' of A 39 is said to determine the Ionic time for the 
composition of the Achilleid, but this "temple" is a mere shrine or little 
chapel for which the priest often had prepared roofs — very likely a new 
roof every summer — like what has been found at Gournia. Naturally 
such a shrine was not mentioned in the account of the visit of Odysseus 
to Chrysa, when he conveyed the hecatomb to Apollo and the daughter 
to her father. Attention does not seem to have been called to the fact 
that in the Hymn to Demeter the temple and altar to that goddess, fol- 
lowing the most natural interpretation, were erected in a single day, 
and so this temple, too, must have been a mere shrine (296-304, 384 f.). 

This treatise by Wecklein is interesting and suggestive, but not 
convincing in detail nor very important. 
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Index verborum Propertianus. Fecit Ioannbs S. Phillimobe. 
Oxoniie typographeo Clarendoniano, [1906 j. Pp.111. $1.50. 

Professor Phillimore was lead to compile this index by the need of 
such a tool in writing the Propertian commentary upon which, he tells 
us, he has been for some time engaged. All students of the poet will be 
grateful to him for sharing with them the fruits of his toil. An index 
to Propertius had not been forthcoming since the Lemaire edition, 1832. 

The new index is practically a register of the words found in the 
Oxford edition, which is as it should be, seeing that this is the best 
presentation we have of the traditional text. But room has been found 
for a fair sprinkling of conjectures, and where, in the editor's judgment, 
a variant had a chance of being right, it is recorded, as well as the vul- 
gate reading. These citations and the conjectures are starred, and a 
third class (MSS readings clearly wrong) is obelized. Thus one can 
learn at a glance the authority for any given citation. Doubt as to case, 
gender, tense, or the like, is obviated by a sparing use of marks of quan- 
tity and abbreviations. The plan appears to me an excellent one, and 
my experience of the book has brought to light but one misprint. 
Under the word bracchia, in the third line xiv 5 6 should be xiv 5, 9. 
But there is a fly in the ointment — the bound copies have uncut edges. 
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